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A memorial address upon the life and work of Senator Cullom 
is being prepared by Mr. Henry A. Converse of Springfield. Mr. 
Converse will deliver this address at the annual meeting of the 
Illinois State Historical Society May 7, 1914. The address will 
be published in the Transactions of the Society. 



JAMES MAGNUS RYRIE. 

By W. T. Norton, Alton, III. 

James Magnus Ryrie, a prominent and wealthy citizen of 
Alton, and a member of the Illinois State Historical Society, 
died suddenly of apoplexy on the evening of December 19th, 
1913. The sad event was a great shock to the community as the 
deceased was one of the most widely known and most highly 
esteemed residents of the city. A gentleman of the highest 
character, a successful business man and one interested in every 
movement for the uplift of the community, his loss is widely 
mourned, not only by a large circle of relatives and friends, but 
by all who ever came in contact with his pleasing personality. 
He was modest and unassuming in his daily life, but his unblem- 
ished character and unswerving integrity made his influence a 
power for good. 

Mr. Ryrie was born in Alton, September 5, 1852. His death 
occurred at his beautiful residence on the site of the old home- 
stead of his father and grandfather. In early manhood, he was 
engaged in manufacturing enterprises on a large scale, both in 
Alton and St. Louis, but retired from active business some years 
ago after selling out to the Drummond Tobacco Company, and 
devoted his time to the care of his real estate and financial 
interests. He was a large stockholder in St. Louis banks 
and had extensive holdings in agricultural lands in Iowa. 
He was a leading spirit in the Alton Board of Trade and an active 
promoter of the good roads movement in Madison and adjoin- 
ing counties. 

Mr. Ryrie was a descendant of two of the oldest families in 
Madison county. He was the son of the late Daniel D. Ryrie, 
a prominent banker, who came to Alton from his native Scotland 
in 1837. His maternal grandfather was John Adams, a native 
of Vermont, who came to Madison county in 1818, the year the 
State was admitted to the Union. John Adams was a pioneer 
manufacturer of Madison county. In 1823 he established the 
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first carding machine and cloth factory in EdwardsviUe, and in 
1824, erected the first castor oil mill. 

Mr. Ryrie thus came of an honored ancestry, and by his life- 
work and achievements proved himself worthy thereof, and him- 
self gave the family name additional distinction. He served 
well his day and generation, and leaves an honored name as a 
priceless heritage to his descendants. He leaves a widow, Mrs. 
Annie Nash Ryrie, to whom he was married in 1880, and two 
daughters, Mrs. George S. Milnor and Miss Mary Adams Ryrie. 
The fourth generation of the family now occupy homes on the 
site of the original homestead, a rare occurrence in this rapidly 
changing age. 

The funeral rites of our old friend took place December 22nd, 
at the family residence, a great concourse of citizens attending 
in token of their respect and affection for the departed. Rev. 
Dr. M. W. Twing, pastor of the First Baptist church, and 
Rev. Arthur Goodger, rector of St. Paul's Episcopal church, 
conducted the services, and the former bore fitting testimony to 
the worth and beauty of the life that had passed on to the 
"Land of the Leal." 



HENRY BAILEY HENKEL. 

Henry Bailey Henkel, president of the Springfield Business 
College, died at his home in Springfield, Illinois, on February 
26, 1914. 

He was born in Harrison County, Ohio, November 7, 1852. 
His early boyhood was spent on a farm. When a young man 
he entered Brown's Business College, Jacksonville, 111., from 
which institution he graduated, later becoming a teacher. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Conine Freeman 
of Jacksonville, 111., who, with two sons — Myron F. Henkel and 
Dr. Herbert B. Henkel — survives him. 

Professor Henkel was a thirty-second degree Mason and Past 
Commander of the Elwood Commandery No. 6, Knights 
Templar. He was active in Masonic work, being a prominent 
member of St. Paul's Lodge A. F. and A. M. For twenty years 
Mr. Henkel was a member of the Templar Quartette and was 
prominent in Masonic lodge work. He was an active member 
of the First Christian Church and held the position of deacon 
at the time of his death. 



